North American River Otter FactSheet
Lontra canadensis

The North American River Otter Oceans & Ba}/ =
is an elusive, semiaquatic .

member of the Mustelid %aé/fa{ A coide variety of agudatic emironments,
family. They thrive in including rivers, lakes, estuaries, marshes and more.
healthy watersheds where

they can be found

individually or in small

social groups.

777¢gy /’oraﬁe and travel/ in
salt wader too!

— 2¢6-42 Inches > Scat
i Flaky scad with bits
o 1-32 oUNAS e o
Lofe T S s o rutenn st

- Short-haired, Dense Fur Sedd is Found

\- / a latrine sites v "
Strong Ta/ on shore. L} ; 7

Webbed Feet

e

Males and Females look Similar. Adult males are 5//3/15/5/ /arﬂer

l/3 of” Total Z.engz‘/’l

/

Five 2oes Front and
back. tebbed, tracks
on Sczndy beac hes
often include Zail/ drag

Kiver Otter or Sea Otder? Diet
You can encounter both otters in salt water.
How do you tell them apard? Fish, £ish £ish!
3 Sea Otters Float on their backs, Kiver Otters dont. Crustaceans, insects,
2 In the wdater, Kiver Otters are aleays active and QMP/IIAA/‘Q/?\S and
moving guickly. occasiondlly birds and
— Sea Otters are clumsy on land and rarely seen on small rammals may be
shore. Kiver Otters are 43//.3 both in and owt oFf pari of the diet.

the cdader.
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Breeding takes place from December-April. \=s blind, helpless pups are
born in an on—-Shore den betioeen ﬁzérawy and 4/9177 . Pups are raised
Into adulthood A}/ 2he mother. At two rmonths old she teaches her
playtful pups to seoin.
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Visit www.riverotterecology.org for more information, to report your otter sightings and to support local River Otters!
© 2014. Created by Jouko van der Kruijssen for the River Otter Ecology Project



